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Every matter is different in regards to cost with each client having a different budget. Our goal is to provide you the best representation possible, within your specific budget.

In every case there are certain discretionary items. Some clients have a “spare no expense” mentality but most clients have limits as to what they can afford. Our goal is to analyze your case and give you an informed legal opinion as to where your funds will be best spent. 

How will I be billed?

Your retainer will be billed after the end of each month for the work performed that month. You will receive a detailed billing statement outlining all of the charges. If there is anything on that statement you do not understand or think may be an error, you have 30 days to raise this concern with the Firm administrator. You are expected to replenish your retainer by the 15th of the month, unless other arrangements have been made or you have been otherwise excused from doing so. This is a condition of your fee agreement and failure to maintain your retainer as outlined in your fee agreement will result in the Firm withdrawing from representation.

What can I do to keep my billing as low as possible?

1. Do as much legwork as possible yourself
If we need bank statements, police reports, medical records etc., it is much cheaper for you to obtain these documents than for you to pay a staff member of the Firm to draft a subpoena or make a written request for these types of documents. Not only will you be paying the Firm’s staff for their time, subpoenas cost money to serve and we may be charged for copies of the documents in order to obtain them.
2. Limit Telephone Calls
Family law matters are stressful and it is natural that during this time you may want to call your attorney’s office and keep them regularly updated or ask questions. However, this is one of the easiest and fastest ways for a client’s bill to grow. You will be charged for telephone calls. While we need you to keep us informed of major developments, be sure to only call when necessary and keep the calls on point. Consolidating several issues into one phone also helps. You should not be calling your attorney every day during your matter. Let us focus on the long range goals in your litigation and don’t bog us down with day to day happenings. 

3. Use Email

Email communication generally does not add up as fast as telephone calls. This of course is not true if you excessively email. The benefits of email communication are that you can take the time to draft a clear and concise list of questions or concerns. Avoid sending numerous emails or emailing “spur of the moment” emails. Your emails to your attorney or their office should have a distinct, well thought out, purpose. Email the legal assistant to ask about scheduling issues, whether something has been filed, received, etc. Email the attorney for legal questions and advice.
4. Avoid Engaging in Letter Writing Campaigns

Your case will likely have moments where the opposing party is not complying with a current order or they are acting in a manner you feel is not in the best interest of the child(ren). Many clients’ first reaction is to want the attorney to send a letter to the opposing party’s attorney addressing the issue. While this may seem like the appropriate response, and sometimes it is, in many instances these back and forth letters can contribute significantly to the total fees with no benefit to the client.
If for example, after a visitation exchange the child came back with articles of clothing missing or did not appear to be recently bathed, these would be issues that should in most cases be raised between the parties, without attorney intervention. After the litigation ends, co-parenting will go on so it is important to keep that in mind.

Attorney letters, or worse motions to the Court, should only be done when absolutely necessary; especially for a client concerned with the cost of their case. Co-parenting type issues are best addressed between the Parties directly, not through attorneys.
5. Be Reasonable
A client with a “must win” attitude who refuses to attempt a reasonable settlement will likely incur additional attorney’s fees. Unfortunately sometimes this person is on the opposing side and in that instance our focus is either getting the opposing party to see the advantages to negotiating a settlement or by ceasing settlement efforts and preparing for trial. The best attitude for a client to have is an expectation that they may have to compromise on some issues in the interest of reaching a settlement.  

Can the Opposing Party be Ordered to Pay my Attorney’s Fees?

Nevada law has a few mechanisms that allow the Court to order one party to pay the other party’s attorney’s fees. Almost all of these mechanisms involve significant discretion with every case and every judge being different. Even in cases where a judge does order attorney’s fees, often the amount ordered is less than the amount incurred by the client. It can also be difficult to collect an award of fees even if ordered. It is best to not expect an attorney’s fees award. The Firm will not front legal work in the hopes of an order for attorney’s fees from the Court. 
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